Wi'am Center
Newsletter

Established in 1994, the Wi‘am
Palestinian Conflict Resolution Center in
Bethlehem strives to create healthy,
meaningful relationships by promoting
community dialogue and alternatives to
conflict through outreach, education and
an attitude of welcome. Wi‘am promotes
civic engagement for all and stresses

b culture of peace and reconciliation even
when faced with great injustice.

Wi 6 am greetingssfrom the little town of
Bethlehem! Her e at the Wi dan
grateful for yet another three months filled with
successful and ambitious activities. The hopeful
spirit of Wi dam is al wa
working and fighting for a just and better future for
the Palestinian peoplsuffering from the injustice
and i nhumane acts wunder

Palestinian Conflict Resolution & Transformati@Qenter welcomethe New Year with

high hopes and expectations.

With this letter we want to share with your our Newsletter forpgbgod Januarnist
March 31,2016 and hope that we can count on your solidarity and support!
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ONGOING PROGRAMS

Sulhan Medi @t i on

Wi 6 a mansitment to the Sulhaconflict
mediation process continues to be a foundaticz |
for cultivating a culture of restorative justiaad R
collective responsibility Sixty cases werdealt
with in the last three months. Theajority of
these disagreements originatedhie West Bank
in generaland inBethlehem Beit Sahour,Beit
Jalaand in the nearby villagesThe @sesthat
weredealt withrepresent wide variety of civil
and domestic demands. Debt, inheritance and traffic accident disputes were manage
well as family and youth problem3h e st af f and volunteer
available throughout the day and even late into the nightcititd#e the resolution of all
kinds of conflicts

Mediation is not an easy process; it requires patience, resilience, perseverance and d
to earth attitudes. \B mo s staff wor k on Kair os and
ourselves, ouminds, our harts and our resources with others based on unconditione
love.

ALeader s approach conflict wi t h an ey
successful confrontations raise team performance. To manage conflict effectively, y
must begin by recognizintpere are three sides to every story:

Yours [/ Theirs [/ The Trut ho

Angi e Morgan



Citizen Diplomacy:

Wi 6 am &rausd608 mtople as
part of our Citizen Diplomacy and ]
Advocacy twnety groups visited .
and learned more about the work of S e
the center, its place in the AN

and encourage each of them td@
bring the Palestinian narrative lac
to their home communities. We do this by providing opportunities for internationa
citizens to feel at home in Bethlehem and learn about Palestine in the context of their c
experiencei n the world community. Visitors
world in the pastthree months We hosted guests from acrodSA, Sweden,Latin
America, Canadalreland, New Zealand, Scotland, Britain, The Netherlands, Denmark
Sweden, Norway, Germanyp&in, BelgiumBrazil and SouttAfrica.

The participarg in thesegroups were members @artnerorganizations, high school
students, university students, political and religious leaders, teaecnersinterfaith
members.We provide them witla home stay, Hastinianmeals the opportunityto assist
in meal preparatiarvisit therefugee camg and to participaten a non violence action.

Wi mdassreadyto host andto do workshops, for students, or groups that they are
interested in different topicselated to sociapolitical and culture differencesThis will
include conflict mediation women empowerment, advocacy, volunteeriang taining

in areas of peace building, peeediation, norviolence, huran rights and gender
mainstreaming
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Advocacy and Human Rights Training Course on Monitoring

Advocacy remains one of Wi 6am Centeros
are a reflection of the occupation, since the effects of Israeli military presence weigh
their condition econmically, socially, and psychologically through restriasoof
movementand demonstrations of force. Mustering a nonviolent answer and a voice
accountability is critical to enacting restorative justice in the future.

Staff and allies shared in calkve action at locations such as Allalejg where the
Apartheid Annexation Expansion Wadl further isolating a community already displaced.
At Cremisan, near Beit Jala, thgils and demonstrationsf Holy Mass has continuesh
Fridays among the olivé r ees and grape vines. Wi oban



this practice of nonviolent, community presence went unheededebgrideli high court
and the wallis still slated to sever the fertile valley from the monastery, convent, an
school that compose Cremisan as well as from over fifty families who are still rooted tc
that land.

Devotions:

On March 2%, 2016Wi 6 am st af f and director welc
doing her doctorate in Contextual New Testament studies focusing on how clergy as w
as laity, in Israel and Palestine engaged in different kinds of interfaith as well :
reconciliation workThatmorning we spent reading and discussing the eleventh chapter
Romans of the New Testament as viewed from a Palespeiapectiveegarding how to
understand parts such as the olive tree metajphdras a tool for peace, transformation
and recaciliation? Does it pose challenges, create difficulties? Does it stretch our minc
Is it painful or part of our understanding to our roots and faith?

On another daRev. Diane DulinUnited Church
of Christ) and Sr. Marcia Sims (Sisters of Soci
Service) ledus in Bible readings and reflection g
Participants studied the storyidfP r o d i gaa ke
Palestinian family experiencing trauma among i
children ¢é both t hlen
returns, and the one who remains and hopes fol
happy future. Both long to find a new life. Roote G
beneath all and holding them together for renewaee
are Godoés |l ove, family bonds and the ¢tr
celebration which allow a new beginning.



https://www.facebook.com/129439133743560/photos/pcb.1089075917779872/1089073817780082/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/129439133743560/photos/pcb.1089075917779872/1089073817780082/?type=3

Womend programs

Women embrace the opportunity to equip
programming. Weekly meetings continued on Thursdays throughothtréeemonthsnot
only providingtime for socialization but also trenvironment for educatroand growth.
Women have the opportunity to express and discuss their perspectidéserenttopics
such as women participationon political life, healthsocial and economissues

On the eve of World War Day celebrated
on Mar ch @edtrehodtedéadocal
communityeventattend by membsrof the
community. The meet i
Jubran, a member of the Water Departme
in Bethlehem. The speaker used the Worl:
Water Day as a time to focus attention of thg[
participants from theolcal community orthe
critical issues of our arelatedto the lack
of water that many neighborhoods endure

particularlyduring sumrer time He also eglained in details the situation of water supply
in the Bethlehem area and the Governorate. He expldim# the reasons behind the
shortage of water in the area is due to the control oveemreservoirs by the Israeli
Authority that eventually sedlus our water. For this reason the local water company is
obliged to ration water supply and pump specific quantities of water once or twice eve
week or even two weeks.

-



As part of The Coalition of Developmen*
organizations in Bethlehenorganized a
demonstration with women on the occasi
of the World Women International Day,
the 8th of March. . The event was attenc
by a large audience representing differg
segments of society and aredsuring the |
solidaity demonstration, there were slogafis
demanding moreequality between men an = .
women. The paticipants demanded the abollshmeuft unfair laws that dlscrlmlnate
against women.

Wi adm part i goypaftweoden wii tthh ea A OlVe mé h o @ad n
calledfor an end to the National Division between Fateh & Hamas.

Radio Talks:

As part of empowering the women rightse areusing the media to highlightomen
iIssues Wi 6 am Cdfourradio tajks to rdisedhe awareness of the community
on different issues that impagtomen rights and give women a free platform to voice
their opinion. Each radio talkhosted two guest8énan and womanyith wide experience
specializingon women issues with creditable dkang records on the topics. Wwmsted
womenactivist,lawyers, decision makers Human Rights defenders and other

Vocational training

Wi 6am is cooperating wi
to start a project that will combine the traditionS&=
cross stitch of the Palestinian culture with produs
that will be of interest to Americans. They includg
(Christmas stocking, Tissue box holders,cpiMats,
Table runners and fabrics bowls).The volunte
worked forthree days teaching basic segviand how @@
to make the projects individual .We anticipate tfft o
volunteers will return soon to work with the ladies. ¢



Children 6 activity

The fondest wish of the West Bank comm
place where future generatioosn mature without hardships and enjoy living with others.
The next generation is already here but their childhood is often depleted and the curr
pressures of living in Palestine are discouraging to young people beginning their care
and f amanh gomtisues itd\Gardpaign to reverse the tides of despair in the lives
youth and, so far, the youth themselves provide plenty of reason to be hopeful.

Easter Egg Hunting

WiGm wishes you a blessed Easter. JESUS IS RISEN.
HE IS RISENINDEED. Yusef ancElia, Yacoub and
Georgecelebrateand sang for EasterAll the kids _—
then have been involved in singing and egg hunting
where my colleagues Saliba ,Tarek and Arij placed the
Chocolate , biscuits and eggs in the gardens of Wiam.




Youth & Peer Mediation

The peer mediation program targeted '/,/
200 studentérom different schools such
as the Lutheran Schools, Terra Sanct:
College, Seminarians in  conflict
resolution and peanediation skills and
then gives them opportunities to use
these skills to mediate conflict amongg
their peers and in the school. The
program encourages students to takg
leadership roles in their school
communities and to combute to a
positive, norviolent atmosphere ithese communities. The teachésilitated the peer
mediation work ofthe students and supervisdte mediation done in their classes by
helping the students to establish peediation groups in each schoeady to mediate
peerproblems. In this way, peer mediation not only reduces violence in schools, reliev
teachers of @nstant disciplinary problemand also creates a cadre of student leaders wh
are well equipped to participate constructively intlsemmunities. The project is helping
parents of children take an active role in dealing with school violence and helping scho
to be a better environment for learning




Wi 6am hosted student s from Terra San
Schoo) and &minarians After the director and

staff wet o me t he student 0s, t he director
Zoughbi debriefed them on the work of
projects. Also, he oriented them about the

geography of the place and thestbry of the

plight of the Palestinian people which incarnates

in the Nekbah1948 (the Catastrophe), The

Neksah of 1967 the settlements andhe

Apartheid AnnexatioWVall.

Training Bethlehem students from the social science

As part oohgoingitr@rngsbasiccapacity

building for students in conflict resolution in

Uni versities, Weewomshapsopnl e ment ed
conflict resolution/transformation for stants from

Bethlehem University Zoughbi started withan Ice

breaker and debriefed them on ways of conflict

resolution based on analyses and mapping of the

conflict. Groups of eight were formed to discuss and
solveproblems. Thewvere supervised by Imad, Wael


https://www.facebook.com/129439133743560/photos/pcb.1074128762607921/1074128362607961/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/129439133743560/photos/pcb.1074128762607921/1074128362607961/?type=3

